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Statement of Pandit Nehru

“There is something ludicrons about this sudden
interest in old accounts, long passed and aundited and put
away in our archives ‘and this new interest becomes still
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more curious when we find that it is exbibited by
gentlemen some of (whom confess to not having contri-
fbuted at all any Congress fund,

DONORS ARE CONTENT.

The donors are content but the eager public spirit
of those who did not give anything cannot be suppressed.
¥ do not know if we are expected to produce-for the
benefit of these eager spirits all our accumulated account
dbooks for the last fifteen years or get them printed afresh.
As I have previously stated, all our central accounts have
been carefully audited from year to year and circulated
to the press for public inf These
contained also audited of provincial
which had been inspected periodically by our auditors and
inspectors. Upto 1925 a big volume containing these full
accounts was issued to the public and the press. By the
end of 1925 original collections for the Tilak Swaraj Fund
were practically exbausted except for large sums ear-
xmarked for specific purposes and some trust funds.

Our accounts therefore from 1926 onwards became
mmuch simpler and more modest, and thus it was not
necestary to issue annual big books of account which
‘had been prepared till then. From ‘then onwards briefer

of were prepared audited and
submitted to the A. 1. C. C. for approval and issued
to the press,

TRIBUTE TO BAJAJ.

1, as one long connected with the A, I. C, C.
«office, express my gratitude to and admiration for our
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treasurer, Seth Jamnalal Bajaj and his office for the effi~
cient way in which they have kept the A. I. C. C. accounts.
and looked after the Congress funds during these many
years, many of which were difficult years of storm
and stress. Seth Jamnalal Bajaj informs me that he
and his office will be happy to give any information
about Congress accounts to any donor who addresses.
himself to them. They will also welcome personal visits
of donors to their office at 395, Kalbadevi Road, Bombay,.
where all old and new accounts of the Congress Office
can be inspected and inquiries made. Donors interested
in knowing how the earmarked items of the Tilak Swaraj
Fund (about fifty lakhs) were distributed and what part
of them is still represented in stocks and immovable:
property can easily find this out from the Treasurer’s.
Office or by 1 refe to the and
papers. But every such visit of inspection should take
place after reasonable notice and during office hours.

WARNING TO MALICIOUS CRITICS.

The Treasurer’s office as well as our office will
always be happy to reply all “bonafide” enquiries and'
place information at their disposal before all Congressmen
and donors. But it is clear there is no-such ‘‘bonafide™
intent behind the attacks and insinuations made by
some people who are neither Congressmen nor donors
to the Congress fund. It is not the practice of the
Congress to rush to a court of law even though theie
may be sufficient justiﬁc-ton for. this. But if mali-
ciovs and def: to be made

they will have to be challcnged in & law court.
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